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Plato’s Democracy
[bookmark: _GoBack]	 Plato’s opinion on how democracy is sliding to tyranny is reflective of some of the political events that have occurred or occurring in various parts of the world. Plato’s reasoning is based on some underpinning aspects of democracy that are not revealed to the general public. Democracy necessitates that there should be freedom of speech and association for people to debate policies and make diverse decisions that others should be tolerant to. In this regard, democracy protects people from coercion and restriction in a bid to promote inclusivity (Kolb, 2017). Thus, Plato believes that the very qualities that democracy is based on are the ones that have created inadequacies in constitutional frameworks. The paper will articulately describe a current political event with regard to Trump to validate the ideologies of Plato on how democracy can lead to tyranny.
Plato reiterates that democracy is analogous to freedom, and it the wish the freeman to dwell in a country where their rights (freedoms) are respected. Thus, democracy is the glory of a country. However, there is an insatiable urge of people to neglect certain crucial aspects when it comes to democracy, and this introduces certain inadequacies in democratic systems. Democracy is forgiving, and it does not care about fine principles that most societies hold dear. The phenomenon creates a scenario where persons fall into the trap of supporting leaders that sell the ideas that resonate with democratic principles (Kolb, 2017). Democracy prompts individuals to honor leaders that profess to be their friends. The idea that people have laid all their trust in leaders that adhere to principles makes them freak when authority goes contrary to their expectations. Following Plato’s logic, that is when tyranny springs, and the persons that were thirsting for freedom start becoming limited. Plato equates the situation mentioned above to being so drunk of strong wine, and are left at the mercies of their rulers.   
In this regard, the rulers start seeing their citizens as burdens since they are given so much freedom and rights to determine so many things in society. Leaders start feeling less authoritative and strive to establish their authority using tyrannical means. The masters start to fear their slaves, and the latter despise their rulers. The situation creates a scenario where Plato stipulates that the young and the old are seen as belonging on the same level and can compete with each other verbally and property-wise. The leaders start to realize that they have much power at their disposal and can manipulate democracy to enforce their authority. However, Plato articulates that the people are the very reason why leaders become tyrants since they are the ones that champion them (Kolb, 2017). As a result, the leaders start accusing their subjects and murders them based on false accusations. The rulers cover their bad deeds by initiating programs that incentivize the public, such as the abolition of debts and the issuance of land. The civilians start to find ways that they can expel the tyrant and start conspiring to assassinate them. Assassination attempts become since as Plato reiterates, most the tyrannical leaders have bodyguards that protect them from the wrath of the civilians. 
Moreover, the leaders realize that they should be friends to the people since it is bad for business. Persons start developing a fear for their leaders since they know what they capable of doing in a bid to stay in power. Unlike the early days when the leaders had smiles on their faces and were accommodative to everyone, they start becoming aggressive start wars with others (Kolb, 2017). The tactic is used in tyrannical regimes to show people that they can lead to win these wars. In this regard, Plato shows that once strong democracies fall to tyranny due to very underlying factors that support democracy.

Plato’s claim is analogous to what is happening in the United States (U.S) today with regards to Trump’s era. Plato described that a “democratic man” ceases to think and worships moderation associated with democracy. The nature of justice in the U.S during the various regimes shows that the psychology of the American people is intertwined with the psychology of the nation (Goldhill, 2018). The American constitutional framework was based on the drive of the people to be free, and this is the very trait that Plato says lead to tyranny. The American population is characterized by a plurality of interests similar to other democratic states. Thus, America requires strong leaders that can guide them in pursuing their pluralistic desires. In the end, the U.S has become divided under Trump’s rule, and it has made it vulnerable to his demagogic appeal. 
Democracy has failed in the U. S since the elites have failed and have started to develop interests that are contrary to those of the people that they rule. The aforementioned phenomenon is evident from Trump’s actions to always advance that only appeals to him. In doing so, he is always ready to dismiss the opinions of others with arrogance and impunity. Trump has given Americans a glimpse of tyranny in spite of his odd populism that is often characterized by bad mouthing and speaking tough (Illing, 2016). He has shown Americans that he is ready to stick to the elites, and he has always promised to make the U.S great again. In following this disillusioned dream, he is ready to trample anyone that resents his opinions. The verbal attacks from Trump confirm Plato’s opinion that tyrants accuse their subjects falsely. That is why he utters some negative opinions about the African-American people, showing he has some racist traits. His racist ideologies show that he is not democratic enough to embrace plurality in America. Even though America is supposed to be a democratic nation, he is opined that the African-Americans have flaws that are not favorable to the progress of the nation. His tyranny was showcased from his threats to deport persons that are not of American descent.
Moreover, Trump is often seen as not afraid to utter remarks that show aggression to other countries. For example, he has always confronted Kim Jong-Un has shown glimpses of trying to start a war with the U.S. In doing so, Trump shows Americans that he is capable of protecting the country and its people. As a result, he has been able to garner support from American people. Also, his plans to build a wall along the American-Mexico border portray his ploy to show the American people his leadership capabilities. However, he hides under the pretext of preventing illegal migration along the border. The actions mentioned above depict a crumbling American democracy, and the restoration of the original American status is left on the hands of leaders like Trump. In conclusion, Plato’s ideology that democracy has a risk of falling back to tyranny has predicted the current political activities in the U.S. Therefore, it is enough reason to think that America’s democracy is sliding into a tyrannical rule.
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